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First record of spottedsail barb (Pethia
phutunio) from Maharashtra, India

Fishes of the cyprinid genus Pethia are
diagnosed from other cyprinid genera by a suite
of characters that includes small adult size
(usually less than 50 mm standard length (SL),
exceptionally up to 80 mm SL), absence of
rostral  barbels, absence or rudimentary
maxillary barbels, last unbranched dorsal-fin ray
stiff and serrated, 3 to 4 unbranched and 8
branched dorsal-fin rays, 3 unbranched and 5
branched anal-fin rays, lateral line complete,
interrupted or incomplete with 19-24 scales in
lateral series, and a unique color pattern
consisting of a humeral spot, a black blotch on
the caudal peduncle, and in some species, black
blotches, spots or bars on the body (Pethiyagoda
et al. 2012). Pethia are distributed throughout
South and Southeast Asia, from Sri Lanka and
peninsular India in the west, to Myanmar in the
east (Katwate et al. 2016, Sudasinghe et al.
2021).

Pethia phutunio was originally described
from ponds of north-eastern Bengal by Hamilton
in 1822 and can be identified by the following
morphological characters: a deep bodied fish
with four vertical black bands; head conical and
short, eyes large; snout conical, lips thin, plain
and maxillary barbels absent; lateral line
incomplete present up to 3-4 scales (Knight
2013). The known range includes Ganga
Brahmaputra drainage in India (Dishma &
Vishwanath 2013, Katwate et al. 2018). Recent
surveys in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India (Knight
& Balasubramanian 2015) also recorded this
species making it the southernmost location.

During ichthyological surveys of the
Waghur  reservoir in  Jalgaon  district,
Maharashtra, specimens of P. phutunio were
collected from amidst aquatic vegetation
consisting of Hydrilla and Vallisneria in a slow
flowing backwater of the Waghur reservoir. The
collected specimens matched perfectly with the
description given by Hamilton (1822). Co-

occurring species included Puntius sophore,
Chanda nama, Garra sp., Parambassis lala, and
Oryzias dancena. Although there have been
numerous ichthyological surveys of Maharashtra
and Jalgaon district in particular (Dahanukar &
Raghavan 2013, Karmakar et al. 2012, Singh &
Kamble 1987), P. phutunio has never been
reported. This is the first report of P. phutunio
from Maharashtra.

Figure 1. A specimen of Pethia phutunio collected
from Waghur Reservoir, Jalgaon, Maharashtra, India

River linking has already been speculated as
the reason for the presence of fish species
previously unknown in a river system (Knight &
Devi 2009). Further studies are required to
ascertain if the presence of P. phutunio in the
Tapi River system is due to river linking or is
part of its natural distribution.
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